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g Scholar’s Cup
2010 Program Rules

A. Teams, Divisions, and Tournament Size
1. A team consists of three students.

2. Teams may be fielded by schools or organized independently by students from one or more schools

in one or more countries.

3. Students in the years 7-9 (British/Australian system) or grades 6-8 (U.S./Indian system) or

equivalent participate in the Junior Division.

4. Students in the years 11-13 (British/Australian system) or grades 10-12 (U.S./Indian system) or

equivalent participate in the Senior Division.

5. Students in year 10 (British/Australian system) or grade 9 (I.S./Indian system) participate in their

choice of division.

6. Teams may adjust their rosters between tournament rounds. Teams must register for each

tournament separately.

7. Ifastudent has completed a grade (or year) in the six months preceding a competition, he or she
can still be considered part of that grade (or year.) This provision includes students who have

recently graduated.

B. Program Advisors, Mentors, and “Coaches”
1. Many teams have teachers who guide them. This is not required.
2. Coaches and chaperones are provided a hospitality area.

3. The teams from a given school must travel to the global round with at least one chaperone (at least

one chaperone for every 36 students).

C. Fees

1. There is a nominal registration fee per student per tournament attended. Fees cover meals,

transport, nametags, certificates of participation, and other logistics.

2. Fees are reduced or waived on request when they pose an obstacle to student participation.

D. FEvents and Team Scoring
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The Scholar’s Challenge, Team Debate, and Writing events are worth 4,000, 4,000 and 2,000

points per student, respectively.
The Scholar’s Bowl is worth 10,000 points per team.

Team totals are out of 40,000 points: the three individual scores plus the team score in the Scholar’s
Bowl.

Individual totals are based on the three events in which students earn individual scores: the

Scholar’s Challenge, Team Debate, and Writing.

Individual totals are out of 10,000 points.

. The Subjects

Teams in the Senior Division explore six subjects: Arts, Economics, Literature, History, Science,

and a special area: in 2010, the Psychology of War.

Teams in the Junior Division learn and are tested on five subjects: Arts, Literature, History,

Science, and a special area: in 2010, the Psychology of War.

Teams learn the core material in each subject from free, downloadable curriculum booklets.

. Scholar’s Challenge

. At regional rounds, the Scholar’s Challenge usually includes 150 questions in the Senior Division
(25 in each of the six subjects). At global rounds, the Scholar’s Challenge usually includes 180

questions in the Senior Division (30 in each of the six subjects).

. At regional rounds, the Scholar’s Challenge usually includes 125 questions in the Junior Division
(25 in each of the six subjects). At global rounds, the Scholar’s Challenge usually includes 150

questions in the Junior Division (30 in each of the six subjects).

The Scholar’s Challenge is 90 minutes long at regional rounds and 120 minutes long at global

rounds.
Time signals are given at 30 minutes, 15 minutes, 5 minutes, and 1 minute remaining.

The Scholar’s Challenge is closed-book. Students may not bring any curriculum materials into the

testing area.
Calculators are not permitted.

Students may choose which areas of the Challenge to take; however, they are encouraged to take

them all, as there is no guessing penalty.
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The Team Debate

Each team participates in at least two debates against two other teams from two other schools (and,

at the World Finals, from two other countries).

Observers may attend debates. Observers may not speak, applaud, or otherwise communicate with

participants during the event.

Teams are given 15 minutes to prepare after the distribution of the resolution. Preparation is open-

book and open-note, but neither outside consultation nor Internet access is permitted.
Each student speaks for up to five minutes. Teams have ninety seconds to prepare between speakers.

Students are scored individually for their debate performances; all the members of a team also

receive a teamwork score for their ability to work together.
There are no ties. Each round has a winner.

Specific debate guidelines are provided.

A round of debate is approximately 60 minutes.

Teams may access their curriculum and other materials.

. Teams are encouraged to wear school uniforms or formal attire.

Writing
Each student is presented with six topics related to the six different subject areas

Students are expected to take a position and argue it, drawing from their knowledge of the

curriculum to strengthen their case.
The Writing event is open book; you may use your curriculum materials.

The Writing event is 90 minutes long.

Proctor will patrol to ensure students are only using approved PDFs or print-outs of WSC
curriculum. Electronic and paper dictionaries and thesauruses are also approved for use. In the
event of violations of this policy, the proctor will issue a verbal warning and ask student to close
materials or put them in an inaccessible place. If the student continues to use unapproved materials,
the proctor will remove him or her from testing area and notify the staff to disqualify student's

score for that event.

Scholar’s Bowl

The Scholar’s Bowl contains 15 questions from each subject, except as below.



